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The Honorable Tina Muña Barnes
Speaker 
I Mina’trentai Singko Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
163 Chalan Santo Papa 
Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

VIA: The Honorable Rpgine Biscoe Lee 
Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

RE: Committee Report on the Executive Appointment of Ms. Candy C. Okuhama 
to serve as a Member of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. 

Håfa adai Speaker Muña Barnes, 

Transmitted herewith is the Committee Report on the Executive Appointment of Ms. 
Candy C. Okuhama to serve as Member of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board and which was 
referred to the Committee on Environment, Revenue and Taxation, and Procurement. 

Committee votes are as follows: 

_________    TO DO CONFIRM 

_________    TO NOT CONFIRM 

_________    TO REPORT OUT ONLY 

_________    TO ABSTAIN 

_________    TO PLACE IN INACTIVE FILE 

Si Yu’os ma’åse’, 

Sabina Flores Perez 

3

0

1

0

0

&200,77((�21�58/(6�
5(&(,9('��

6HSWHPEHU����������
�����$�0��

$03�3&7*&8�
4-��������

$03�3FWJFX�**
..

6HSWHPEHU���������

Revisions Rec'd:
October 2, 2020 @ 1:58 P.M.
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COMMITTEE REPORT 

Nomination of 
Candy C. Okuhama 

To serve as a Member of the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

For a Term of Two (2) Years 
July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2022 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: All Members 
 Committee on Environment, Revenue and Taxation, and Procurement 

From: Senator Sabina Flores Perez 
Committee Chairperson 

Subject: Committee Report on Appointment of Ms. Candy C. Okuhama 

Håfa Adai, 

Transmitted herewith for your consideration is the Committee Report on the appointment of Ms. 
Candy C. Okuhama to serve as a Member of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. 

This report includes the following: 

• COR Referral of the Appointment
• Appointment Letter to the Speaker
• Appointment Packet and Supporting Documents
• Notices of Public Hearing
• Public Hearing Agenda
• Public Hearing Sign-in Sheet
• Submitted Written Testimonies & Supporting Documents
• Committee Report Digest
• Committee Vote Sheet

Please take the appropriate action on the attached vote sheet. Your attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
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COMMITTEE ON RULES 
I MINA·TRENTAI SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN 

35TH GUAM LEGISLATURE 

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING | 163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA | HAGÅTÑA, GUAM 96910 

corguamlegislature@gmail.com | (671) 472-2461 

      July 22, 2020 

MEMO 
To: Rennae Meno  

Clerk of the Legislature 

Attorney Ana Won Pat-Borja 
Legislative Legal Counsel  

From: Senator Régine Biscoe Lee 
Chair, Committee on Rules  

Re: Referral of Appointment 

Bueñas yan Håfa Adai! 

As Chair of the Committee on Rules, I am forwarding the referral of the following appointment: 

Appointee: Candy C. Okuhama 

Position: Member, Alcoholic Beverage Control Board    

The aSSRiQWee¶V QRmiQaWiRQ SackeW ma\ be UefeUeQced iQ Whe GXam LegiVlaWXUe¶V ZebViWe aW  
http://guamlegislature.com/index/messages-and-communication/. Please refer to the following document: 

“35GL-20-1918– Office of the Governor of Guam – Appointment and Supporting Documents for 
Candy C. Okuhama, Member, Alcoholic Beverage Control Board.´  

Please ensure that the aforementioned appointment is referred to the Committee on Environment, Revenue 
and Taxation, and Procurement, chaired by Senator Sabina Flores Perez.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Mary Maravilla, Committee on Rules 
Director at 472-2461.  

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Respectfully, 

Senator Régine Biscoe Lee 

Chair, Committee on Rules 

Senator Régine Biscoe Lee, 

Chair 

Senator Amanda L. Shelton, 

Vice Chair 

Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes,  

Member 

Vice Speaker Telena Cruz Nelson, 

Member 

Senator Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD, 

Member 

Senator Sabina Flores Perez, 

Member 

 

Senator Clynton E. Ridgell,  

Member 

Senator Joe S. San Agustin, 

Member 

Senator Jose ´Pedoµ Terlaje, 
Member 

Senator Therese M. Terlaje, 

         Member 

Senator James C. Moylan,  

Member 

Senator Mary Camacho Torres,  

Member and Chair, Subcommittee on Protocol 
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Charlene Flores <charlene@senatorperez.org>

1st Notice of Virtual Public Hearing: Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.

Office of Senator Sabina Perez <office@senatorperez.org> Tue, Jul 28, 2020 at 2:37 PM
To: candy.okuhama@asctrust.com, rey.mas2consultants@gmail.com, "Dafne M. Shimizu"
<dafne.shimizu@revtax.guam.gov>, "Michele B. Santos" <Michele.Santos@revtax.guam.gov>,
joshua.tenorio@guam.gov, "Walter S. Leon Guerrero" <walter.leonguerrero@epa.guam.gov>,
mel.mendiola@investguam.com, Tyrone Taitano <tyrone.taitano@bsp.guam.gov>, Chelsa Muna-Brecht
<chelsa.munabrecht@agriculture.guam.gov>, info@visitguam.org, shelton@triton.uog.edu, pacificfroots@froots.com,
info@guamchamber.com.gu, president@ghra.org, asiapacific@tnc.org, reporters@kuam.com, Sabrina Salas Matanane
<sabrina@kuam.com>, nestor@kuam.com, Chris Barnett <malafunkshun@kuam.com>, joan@kuam.com,
mindy@postguam.com, editor@postguam.com, John O'Connor <john@postguam.com>, Nick Delgado
<nick@postguam.com>, reporters@postguam.com, news@sorensenmediagroup.com, news@guampdn.com,
news@k57.com, rlimtiaco@guampdn.com, haidee@postguam.com, kstokish@gmail.com, editor@pacificislandtimes.com,
Maureen Maratita <publisher@glimpsesofguam.com>, reporter2@glimpsesofguam.com, Guam Progress
<guamprogress@yahoo.com>, colinperez@gmail.com, Gabejereza@gmail.com, "Alexandra Elizabeth T. Benavente"
<aebenavente@gdoe.net>
Cc: phnotice@guamlegislature.org, ag@oagguam.org

July 28, 2020

MEMORANDUM

To: All Senators, Stakeholders and Media

Fr: Senator Sabina Flores Perez, Chairperson
Committee on Environment, Revenue and Taxation, and Procurement

Subject:           1st Notice of Virtual Public Hearing: Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.

The Committee on Environment, Revenue and Taxation, and Procurement will be conducting a
virtual public hearing on Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. This virtual public hearing will take
place virtually via Zoom Video Conference platform. The agenda is as follows:

9:00 a.m.

Executive Appointment of Ms. Candy C. Okuhama to serve as a Member of the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Board.

Executive Appointment of Mr. Renie A. Llaneta to serve as a Member of the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Board.

Bill No. 372-35 (COR) - Régine Biscoe Lee, Telena Cruz Nelson, Amanda L. Shelton, Tina Rose
Muña Barnes, Sabina Flores Perez, Clynton E. Ridgell, Joe S. San Agustin, Louise B. Muña - An
act relative to establishing a task force to explore the feasibility of obtaining parametric insurance for
the reef and beach of Tumon Bay and to further explore a public-private partnership to effectuate the
same.

Bill No. 373-35 (COR) - Régine Biscoe Lee, Sabina Flores Perez, Amanda L. Shelton, Mary



Camacho Torres, Joe S. San Agustin, Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD, Clynton E. Ridgell, Tina Rose
Muña Barnes, Jose “Pedo” Terlaje, William M. Castro - An act to amend § 54B003 of Chapter
54B, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, relative to banning the sale or distribution of disposable carryout
bags made of plastic by retail and wholesale establishments on Guam.

Those interested in participating, please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of
Senator Sabina Flores Perez via email at office@senatorperez.org or via phone at 989-2968, no later
than July 31, 2020, for further guidance.

Testimonies should be addressed to Senator Sabina Flores Perez, Chairperson, and will be
accepted via hand delivery to our office, our mailbox at the Guam Congress Building at 163 Chalan
Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910, via email to office@senatorperez.org, no later than 4pm,
August 10, 2020. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals requiring special
accommodations or services should contact the Office of Senator Sabina Flores Perez at 989-2968.

-- 
Office of Senator Sabina Flores Perez
Committee on the Environment, Revenue & Taxation, and Procurement
I Mina'trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guåhan
35th Guam Legislature
O: 194 Hernan Cortez Avenue, First Floor, Terlaje Professional Building, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
M: Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 989-2968     
E: office@senatorperez.org

-- 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to phnotice+unsubscribe@
guamlegislature.org.

1st Notice (2).pdf
326K



194 Hernan Cortes Avenue, Terlaje Professional Building, 1st Floor, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 
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July 28, 2020 

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Senators, Stakeholders and Media 

Fr: Senator Sabina Flores Perez, Chairperson 
Committee on Environment, Revenue and Taxation, and Procurement 

Subject: 1st Notice of Virtual Public Hearing: Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. 

The Committee on Environment, Revenue and Taxation, and Procurement will be 
conducting a virtual public hearing on Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. This virtual public 
hearing will take place virtually via Zoom Video Conference platform. The agenda is as follows: 

9:00 a.m. 

Executive Appointment of Ms. Candy C. Okuhama to serve as a Member of the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Board. 

Executive Appointment of Mr. Renie A. Llaneta to serve as a Member of the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Board. 

Bill No. 372-35 (COR) - Régine Biscoe Lee, Telena Cruz Nelson, Amanda L. Shelton, Tina 
Rose Muña Barnes, Sabina Flores Perez, Clynton E. Ridgell, Joe S. San Agustin, Louise 
B. Muña - An act relative to establishing a task force to explore the feasibility of obtaining 
parametric insurance for the reef and beach of Tumon Bay and to further explore a public-private 
partnership to effectuate the same. 

Bill No. 373-35 (COR) - Régine Biscoe Lee, Sabina Flores Perez, Amanda L. Shelton, Mary 
Camacho Torres, Joe S. San Agustin, Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD, Clynton E. Ridgell, 
Tina Rose Muña Barnes, Jose “Pedo” Terlaje, William M. Castro - An act to amend § 
54B003 of Chapter 54B, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, relative to banning the sale or 
distribution of disposable carryout bags made of plastic by retail and wholesale establishments 
on Guam. 

Those interested in participating, please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office 
of Senator Sabina Flores Perez via email at office@senatorperez.org or via phone at 989-2968, 
no later than July 31, 2020, for further guidance. 

Testimonies should be addressed to Senator Sabina Flores Perez, Chairperson, and will be 
accepted via hand delivery to our office, our mailbox at the Guam Congress Building at 163 
Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910, via email to office@senatorperez.org, no later than 
4pm, August 10, 2020. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals 
requiring special accommodations or services should contact the Office of Senator Sabina Flores 
Perez at 989-2968. 



Charlene Flores <charlene@senatorperez.org>

2nd Notice of Virtual Public Hearing: Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.

Office of Senator Sabina Perez <office@senatorperez.org> Fri, Jul 31, 2020 at 8:50 AM
To: reporters@kuam.com, Sabrina Salas Matanane <sabrina@kuam.com>, nestor@kuam.com, Chris Barnett
<malafunkshun@kuam.com>, joan@kuam.com, mindy@postguam.com, editor@postguam.com, John O'Connor
<john@postguam.com>, Nick Delgado <nick@postguam.com>, reporters@postguam.com,
news@sorensenmediagroup.com, news@guampdn.com, news@k57.com, rlimtiaco@guampdn.com,
haidee@postguam.com, kstokish@gmail.com, editor@pacificislandtimes.com, Maureen Maratita
<publisher@glimpsesofguam.com>, reporter2@glimpsesofguam.com, Guam Progress <guamprogress@yahoo.com>,
colinperez@gmail.com, Gabejereza@gmail.com, "Alexandra Elizabeth T. Benavente" <aebenavente@gdoe.net>
Cc: phnotice@guamlegislature.org, ag@oagguam.org
Bcc: charlene@senatorperez.org

July 31, 2020

MEMORANDUM

To: All Senators, Stakeholders and Media

Fr: Senator Sabina Flores Perez, Chairperson
Committee on Environment, Revenue and Taxation, and Procurement

Subject:           2nd Notice of Virtual Public Hearing: Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.

The Committee on Environment, Revenue and Taxation, and Procurement will be conducting a
virtual public hearing on Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. This virtual public hearing will take
place virtually via Zoom Video Conference platform. The agenda is as follows:

9:00 a.m.

Executive Appointment of Ms. Candy C. Okuhama to serve as a Member of the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Board.

Executive Appointment of Mr. Renie A. Llaneta to serve as a Member of the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Board.

Bill No. 372-35 (COR) - Régine Biscoe Lee, Telena Cruz Nelson, Amanda L. Shelton, Tina Rose
Muña Barnes, Sabina Flores Perez, Clynton E. Ridgell, Joe S. San Agustin, Louise B. Muña - An
act relative to establishing a task force to explore the feasibility of obtaining parametric insurance for
the reef and beach of Tumon Bay and to further explore a public-private partnership to effectuate the
same.

Bill No. 373-35 (COR) - Régine Biscoe Lee, Sabina Flores Perez, Amanda L. Shelton, Mary
Camacho Torres, Joe S. San Agustin, Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD, Clynton E. Ridgell, Tina Rose
Muña Barnes, Jose “Pedo” Terlaje, William M. Castro - An act to amend § 54B003 of Chapter
54B, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, relative to banning the sale or distribution of disposable carryout
bags made of plastic by retail and wholesale establishments on Guam.



Those interested in participating, please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of
Senator Sabina Flores Perez via email at office@senatorperez.org or via phone at 989-2968, no later
than July 31, 2020, for further guidance.

Testimonies should be addressed to Senator Sabina Flores Perez, Chairperson, and will be
accepted via hand delivery to our office, our mailbox at the Guam Congress Building at 163 Chalan
Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910, via email to office@senatorperez.org, no later than 4pm,
August 10, 2020. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals requiring special
accommodations or services should contact the Office of Senator Sabina Flores Perez at 989-2968.

-- 
Office of Senator Sabina Flores Perez
Committee on the Environment, Revenue & Taxation, and Procurement
I Mina'trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guåhan
35th Guam Legislature
O: 194 Hernan Cortez Avenue, First Floor, Terlaje Professional Building, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
M: Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 989-2968     
E: office@senatorperez.org

2nd Notice.pdf
326K
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July 31, 2020 

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Senators, Stakeholders and Media 

Fr: Senator Sabina Flores Perez, Chairperson 

Committee on Environment, Revenue and Taxation, and Procurement 

Subject: 2nd Notice of Virtual Public Hearing: Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. 

The Committee on Environment, Revenue and Taxation, and Procurement will be 

conducting a virtual public hearing on Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. This virtual public 

hearing will take place virtually via Zoom Video Conference platform. The agenda is as follows: 

9:00 a.m. 

Executive Appointment of Ms. Candy C. Okuhama to serve as a Member of the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Board. 

Executive Appointment of Mr. Renie A. Llaneta to serve as a Member of the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Board. 

Bill No. 372-35 (COR) - Régine Biscoe Lee, Telena Cruz Nelson, Amanda L. Shelton, Tina 
Rose Muña Barnes, Sabina Flores Perez, Clynton E. Ridgell, Joe S. San Agustin, Louise 
B. Muña - An act relative to establishing a task force to explore the feasibility of obtaining 

parametric insurance for the reef and beach of Tumon Bay and to further explore a public-private 

partnership to effectuate the same. 

Bill No. 373-35 (COR) - Régine Biscoe Lee, Sabina Flores Perez, Amanda L. Shelton, Mary 
Camacho Torres, Joe S. San Agustin, Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD, Clynton E. Ridgell, 
Tina Rose Muña Barnes, Jose “Pedo” Terlaje, William M. Castro - An act to amend § 

54B003 of Chapter 54B, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, relative to banning the sale or 

distribution of disposable carryout bags made of plastic by retail and wholesale establishments 

on Guam. 

Those interested in participating, please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office 

of Senator Sabina Flores Perez via email at office@senatorperez.org or via phone at 989-2968, 

no later than July 31, 2020, for further guidance. 

Testimonies should be addressed to Senator Sabina Flores Perez, Chairperson, and will be 

accepted via hand delivery to our office, our mailbox at the Guam Congress Building at 163 

Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910, via email to office@senatorperez.org, no later than 

4pm, August 10, 2020. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals 

requiring special accommodations or services should contact the Office of Senator Sabina Flores 

Perez at 989-2968. 
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AGENDA 
VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING 

Tuesday, August 4, 2020 
Zoom Video Conference 

The agenda is as follows: 

9:00 a.m. 

Executive Appointment of Ms. Candy C. Okuhama to serve as a Member of 
the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. 

Executive Appointment of Mr. Renie A. Llaneta to serve as a Member of the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. 

Bill No. 372-35 (COR) - Régine Biscoe Lee, Telena Cruz Nelson, Amanda 
L. Shelton, Tina Rose Muña Barnes, Sabina Flores Perez, Clynton E. 
Ridgell, Joe S. San Agustin, Louise B. Muña - An act relative to establishing 
a task force to explore the feasibility of obtaining parametric insurance for the 
reef and beach of Tumon Bay and to further explore a public-private partnership 
to effectuate the same. 

Bill No. 373-35 (COR) - Régine Biscoe Lee, Sabina Flores Perez, Amanda 
L. Shelton, Mary Camacho Torres, Joe S. San Agustin, Kelly Marsh 
(Taitano), PhD, Clynton E. Ridgell, Tina Rose Muña Barnes, Jose “Pedo” 
Terlaje, William M. Castro - An act to amend § 54B003 of Chapter 54B, Title 
10, Guam Code Annotated, relative to banning the sale or distribution of 
disposable carryout bags made of plastic by retail and wholesale establishments 
on Guam. 



 

SHEET NO. 1 

Public Hearing 
Tuesday, August 4, 2020, 9:00am 

Zoom Video Conference 
 

Executive Appointment of Ms. Candy C. Okuhama to serve as a Member of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board for a term of two 
(2) years: July 1, 2020 to June 30,2022. 
 

NAME 
(please print) 

AGENCY/ 
ORGANIZATION 

ORAL 
TESTIMONY 

WRITTEN 
TESTIMONY 

IN 
FAVOR 

NOT IN 
FAVOR CONTACT INFORMATION 

Renie A. Llaneta Appointee ✔  ✔  
 

Bernie Valencia  ✔ ✔ ✔   
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COMMITTEE REPORT DIGEST 

I.  OVERVIEW 

The Committee on Environment, Revenue and Taxation, and Procurement convened a virtual 
public hearing on August 4, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom Conference platform. Among the items 
on the agenda was the consideration of the appointment of Ms. Candy C. Okuhama to serve as 
Member of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board, whose appointment history is as follows: 

• Appointed by Governor Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero on July 15, 2020, to serve for two (2)�
years: July 1, 2020 to June 30, 202�

• Appointment packet forwarded to I Liheslaturan Guahan on Jul\ 20, 2020
• Appointment packet forwarded to this committee for public consideration on July 22, 2020

Public Notice Requirements 
Public Hearing notices were disseminated via email to all Senators and all main media 
broadcasting outlets on JuO\ 28, 2020 and again on -XO\���, 2020, fulfilling the 5-Day Notice 
and 48 Hour Notice of the Open Government Law requirements respectively. 

Committee Chairperson 
Committee Member 
Committee Member 
Committee Member 
Legislative Member 
Legislative Member 
Legislative Member 

Senators Present 
Senator Sabina Flores Perez  
Senator Kelly Marsh (Taitano), Ph.D. 
Senator Telo T. Taitague 
Senator Mary Camacho Torres 
Senator Régine Biscoe Lee 
Senator Joe S. San Agustin 
Senator Jose 3. Terlaje 
Senator Louise B. Muña Legislative Member 

The confirmation hearing for Ms. Candy C. Okuhama commenced at 9:00 a.m. 

II. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY AND DISCUSSION

Chairperson Perez: I will now go over the rules of conduct. The rules of conduct for this virtual 
public hearing are as follows: the host of this hearing will mute all participants until called upon 
by the Chair. A virtual background should not be utilized during these hearings and participants 
face must be visible at all times. When called to speak, please ensure that you are unmuted and 
that you are speaking into your microphone and please ensure that you identify yourself prior to 
speaking. Members of the committee wishing to speak may indicate their desire to the Chair 
through an in-app chat feature. The order of questioning will be in the order of request, line of 
questioning will begin with the Chair and upon completion the Chair will open up the floor to other 
members. Each member will be allowed to pose questions to an individual. Individuals testifying 
shall be recognized by the Chair before speaking and those that are speaking must state their names 
for record-keeping purposes. Questions and testimonies shall be confined to the substance or 
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nature of the agenda. Personal inference as to the character motive of the senator or any individual 
testifying is not permitted any violations of this general of conduct will result in removal from the 
public hearing by the host. 

Now to begin our agenda is the confirmation hearing for two of the nominees but to begin, the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board consists of five members, appointed by the Governor with the 
advice and consent of the Guam Legislature. The ABC board has the power to license the 
importation of manufacture, sell of alcoholic beverages and to suspend revoke or reinstate such 
licenses. Every member of the ABC board and every compliance inspector has the power to 
enforce the laws on alcoholic beverages. So, to begin our agenda with the executive appointment 
of Ms. Candy C. Okuhama to serve as a member of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. So, 
my apologies we do have Ms. Bernie Valencia from Matson Guam that will be testifying on behalf 
of the nominees. So, I’d like to recognize Ms. Valencia to provide some testimony so if you can 
unmute yourself and identify yourself as well. 

Bernie Valencia: Good morning nice to see everyone. Sorry I’m a little late. I’ve seen most of 
you guys recently, for those that don’t know me. I’m Bernie from Matson but I’m not testifying 
on behalf of Matson today. I heard about this this public hearing today and I wanted to just uh 
submit testimony in favor of the appointments, of both Candy and Ray Llaneta, to serve as 
members of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. 

Candy and I have known each other since our high school days at Academy, so if you look at 
Candy you can tell that was only a few years ago that we graduated. We also served together on 
the Guam Chamber of Commerce board for a few years. As you know she’s the Vice President of 
sales and client relations at ASC trust, which is where I put all my investments and where Candy 
handles all my personal financial matters. I trust her completely. Obviously with an organization 
like hers, I trust her and she’s honest and dependable. Her presence on the ABC board means the 
board will continue to operate in a responsible and practical manner with regard to upholding the 
rules and statutes governing the sale and serving of alcohol beverages on our island. 

Chairperson Perez: Thank you so much Bernie for your testimony and thank you for being here 
this morning.  

Ms. Valencia: Appreciate it. 

Chairperson Perez: I would like to now give the floor to the candidates or sorry the nominees to 
provide their testimony. Beginning with Ms. Candy Okuhama. 

Candy C. Okuhama, Appointee, Alcoholic Beverage Control Board: Good morning Senators. 
I’m Candy Okuhama. I currently serve on the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board with three other 
members. Chairman Ray Llaneta, as you can see, he’s on the screen. I was appointed in March 
2017 for a two-year term and my term was renewed last year. Since then, my understanding and 
application of the ABC policies have allowed me to apply best practices in our review process 
duties. While it’s been rewarding experience, I remain committed to serving with fairness and 
integrity that this position commands. It is my pleasure to serve another term on this board. I thank 
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the people Guam and the Legislature, the confidence placed in me to serve in this capacity. Thank 
you. 

Chairperson Perez: Thank you, Ms. Okuhama. At this time, I’d like to recognize Senator Will 
Castro who has joined us here today. Thank you, Senator. I’d like to open up the floor to questions. 
Let’s start with Ms. Candy Okuhama first. Thank you, Ms. Okuhama, for accepting the nomination 
for the second term. It’s my understanding that you… I’ve heard that the board works really well 
and they’re able to meet twice a month. I think this is a really, very important board because you 
know a lot of our businesses are depending upon the board for licensing and also for the 
government to ensure that compliance is made. I guess a question that I have for you is, do you 
have any conflicts of interest and how do you determine whether a conflict of interest exists in 
regard to licensing or revoking licenses? 

Ms. Okuhama: Well first of all, to handle a conflict of interest I would recuse myself from any 
decision making. As far as my relationship with alcohol beverage, I do not own any businesses or 
have any partnership or interest in an alcohol business. I would recuse myself from decision-
making if conflicts arise. Usually, we have an agenda before we go into meeting and it’s been a 
good practice amongst all of us four members, if we see conflict, we usually recuse ourselves. 

Chairperson Perez: Thank you. So, as far as compliance is concerned, do you, does the board 
receive a lot of complaints and regarding certain handling of alcohol sales? 

Ms. Okuhama: I don’t think we get a lot of complaints and Chairman, if you can chime in as well, 
but we don’t have any complaints, but we do get a lot of requests for guidelines, especially during 
the application process. 

Chairperson Perez: Okay that’s good to hear. What do you see as some of the shortfalls in some 
of the laws that we have? Is there something that, I guess as a board, you’re there to carry out the 
law, but do you see any areas that maybe need to be looked at in handling some of the clients that 
you that reach out to you? 

Ms. Okuhama: Well different situations arise in every meeting and as a group, as each individual, 
we come collectively as a group. We analyze situations and we evaluate alternatives. We take the 
best solution. I would say that we don’t really have any issues. 

Chairperson Perez: Going back to the nominee. Ms. Okuhama, thank you for your response. Just 
a thing about the board, you know quorum, as Mr. Llaneta said is so important when quorum is 
lacking. It really makes it hard to do the job of the board and I’m very appreciative that you’ve 
accepted this nomination. I understand that you had, it almost perfect attendance and even if you 
weren’t there in person you were there virtually. Can you speak to your attendance on the board? 

Ms. Okuhama: I’m sure the Chairman can attest to this, I actually have perfect attendance right 
Chairman? I have perfect attendance. Actually, me and one other board member, we actually meet 
in person with ABC staff and then we have the two other board members, they Zoom in. My job 
requires me to travel quite often. Last year I would call in. I would call in to make sure that we 
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have quorum but this year there’s no travel plans. I plan to attend in person at DRT for all our 
meetings and that’s a perfect attendance, so far. 

Chairperson Perez: Excellent. Thank you so much, amidst all your other duties as well. So, I 
think at this time I would like to… First of all, I’d like to acknowledge Senator Mary Torres who 
has joined us here today. Thank you Senator, and Senator Pedo Terlaje. Thank you very much. So 
as of this time I would like to open the floor to my colleagues for any questions. So, beginning 
with Senator Kelly Marsh (Taitano). 

Senator Marsh (Taitano): Si Yu’os ma’åse’ , Madam Chair and just so that I’m doing this 
correctly should I address them just to Ms. Okuhama or did you want us to address both of the 
nominees? 

Chairperson Perez: Thank you Senator. For transcription’s sake, let’s just focus on Ms. Okuhama 
first and then we’ll go around the second round for Mr. Llaneta. Thank you. 

Senator Marsh (Taitano): Very good yes and it’s very good to have heard so much from both of 
you. We can tell that your experience is really part of the qualities that make you so well qualified 
to continue your service. So, thank you for accepting that. I’m sure meeting twice a month, it takes 
quite a bit of time and with the research and other things that it necessitates. Again, we thank you 
for taking that time. So, we heard a little bit about some of the highlights and some of the needs 
which I think are so important. There are many things we can do in government to streamline by 
moving in the direction of technology and things like that. We also need to remember when it 
comes to human power or people power, that we are really struggling to meet our mandates. So, I 
just hope people keep that in mind that when they’re calling for government to streamline and to 
really live within its means. The other things that we need to find are those areas that we need to 
become more efficient at. I think it’s important to hear the real testimony as Mr. Llaneta expressed. 
If there is a shortage of people and they’re not able to make their mandates, which then doesn’t 
serve the community. We really need to hear that and see how to tackle that but sorry that got a 
little off talking a topic even though I didn’t mean to. So, it was good to hear how you would 
handle conflict of interest and so forth because you have been there already could you, Ms. 
Okuhama, tell us maybe something that’s been a highlight personally for you that you’ve learned 
the most about or has caused you to be the most concerned in the role that you play on the ABC, 
for the community. 

Ms. Okuhama: Sure, so it helped me. First of all, it’s a great honor to be reappointed again and I 
hope I get confirmed today. I’ve learned a lot about the ABC laws and a lot of the policies that are 
set forth in dealing with approving applications and making sure that all the establishments that 
have, uphold the licenses abide by the policies and the laws. Also, to be part of the ABC board it 
gives, it’s my way of giving back to the community. It does take a lot of my time because I also 
belong to another, I’m also serving on the Guam Chamber board. So, I feel that this is my way of 
giving back to the community and being able to do that for, because Guam has been really good 
to me. I grew up in Guam, the last 40 years even though Bernie said we just graduated last week 
but yeah, I’m a Guam product and I like to keep giving back to the community and this is a good 
way to give back. 
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Senator Marsh (Taitano): That’s so good to hear. Perhaps all of us within this particular hearing 
are…we’re very proud. I’m very proud to be a Guam product as well and I really like the way that 
you said that. It’s important that those that are serving on the boards, that they have that feeling of 
wanting to give back to the community. That’s part of what drives them, so that’s also very 
important to hear. So, thank you for that. If I could just ask, there was a bit of discussion about 
some of what’s lacking and what needs to be built up. Do you have a particular focus that you’d 
like to tackle that may be different than what Mr. Llaneta discussed? 

Ms. Okuhama: I would personally like to see, to help currently because during the pandemic 
there’s a lot of businesses that are not on… that are unable to operate on the normalcy. So, I would 
like to see alternatives for those businesses that are not able to serve alcoholic beverages at this 
time. I’d like to see some alternatives that can help them sustain their business because when they 
sustain, they pay taxes and it helps our economy grow. 

Senator Marsh (Taitano): So, it sounds a little bit like you’re talking about the bill to be able to 
sell alcoholic beverages as takeaway, is that some of what you’re thinking that might be? 

Ms. Okuhama: That is definitely an option and if there are other options out there, we would 
definitely come together as a board to make a decision based on the ABC board policy and our 
guidelines. That would that would definitely be one alternative. 

Senator Marsh (Taitano): Si Yu’os ma’åse’ Madam Chair I don’t wanna ask you many questions. 
I wanna give others a chance. Si Yu’os ma’åse’ for allowing me to ask a few questions. 

Chairperson Perez: Si Yu’os ma’åse’ Senator Kelly Marsh (Taitano). Senator Régine Biscoe Lee 
do you have any questions for the nominee. 

Senator Lee: Good morning, Madam Chair. Good morning colleagues and thank you very much 
to both Candy and Ray for being on with us this morning. Thank you to Ms. Bernie Valencia for 
her testimony this morning, for just giving us a little bit of background and insight into Candy, for 
folks who don’t know her. Candy, I really want to thank you for your past service and for again 
accepting the Governor’s nomination. I did have a question about quorum but since you have 
perfect attendance, we can just dispense with that. I had a question and I want to thank the Chair 
for asking regarding conflicts of interest. I appreciate your response to that. Recently there was a 
bill introduced by Senator Joe San Agustin,  bill 384, which is relative to updating and clarifying 
statutes concerning licensing sales in service of alcoholic beverages. I just wanted to ask if the 
board will be providing testimony on this measure and if you had a stance that you would like to 
share with the committee today, on what your thoughts are about this bill or if there are any other 
things that the Legislature should consider regarding updating the licensing and sales. 

Ms. Okuhama: I would like to definitely attend the hearing and I know the Chairman and I had 
this discussion during our last meeting. I would definitely like to attend the hearing, get more, 
collect more information and get other input from all the Senators and those who will be attending 
this hearing. As far as my position at the ABC board, again we’re going to make a decision based 
on our guidelines and then our policy. 
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Senator Lee: Okay, excellent, thank you very much Candy and then Madam Chair we’re going to 
go around as a second round for Ray? 

Chairperson Perez: Yes, we are. 

Senator Lee: Yes, okay, thank you very much, Candy, and thank you, Madam Chair. 

Chairperson Perez: All right, thank you Senator Lee. Senator Muña, if you have any questions. 

Senator Muña: Thank you very much. I just want to thank Candy again for continuing her service 
to the ABC board. I was going to direct both of my questions to both of them, but I’ll just go ahead 
and reserve one of my main questions to the Chair, but I just also want to comment that I didn’t 
know that Bernie was that young taking a look at Candy. I just wanted to say thank you very much 
for stepping up to the plate. I do remember most of my weekends growing up, even up to this day, 
all the bars were always afraid of anybody in the ABC board. Whenever they would walk into the 
clubs, like the ABC board is here, everybody just stand guard and make sure that you’re aware of 
all of your surroundings. What you do bring to the table is maybe not so much fear but at least like 
people to bars and in lounges to be compliant. I just want to thank you again for your service. 
Thank you, Candy. 

Chairperson Perez: Thank you Senator Muña. Senator San Agustin. 

Senator San Agustin: All right thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. Candy if I’m correct I was 
on the oversight; I was the oversight Chair last time you were nominated, and we were able to 
approve you. I expect you to get approved again. I haven’t heard anything bad about you and I’ve 
already heard good things about you. If you know Bernie, then I guess you must be on in a good 
crowd. I’ll make comment because Candy, I used to work at Revenue and Tax. I used to be the 
compliance supervisor. Other than congratulations Candy, you got my full support, both you and 
Ray but I’ll wait for part two to chat on Ray. Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Chairperson Perez: All right thank you, Senator San Agustin. I’d like to recognize at this time 
Senator Telo Taitague who has joined us. My apologies you came a little earlier. All right so I 
think the next person that came on was Senator Castro, if you have any questions for Ms. Okuhama. 

Senator Castro: No questions. I just want to state for the record that I’ve known Candy since ‘86 
when she was a hard-working member of the family, in the family’s sporting goods business. I’m 
sure a lot of you can remember those days. This is more of a character reference. She’s extremely 
personable, tremendous customer service skills. Definitely her love for the island is unquestionable 
and I want to thank her again for her generosity and wanting to continue to serve this community. 
Thank you, Candy, you have my full support. 

Chairperson Perez: Thank you Senator Castro. Senator Torres. 

Senator Torres: Thank you. It was nice to hear the dialogue between Ray and Candy, it shows 
that there is a good working relationship in the ABC board, which is always a perfect first start. I 
don’t have any other comments, other than I know that our island has a very big problem with 
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alcohol abuse and all the regulations associated with regulating the sales of alcohol and particularly 
the consumption of alcohol by minors as well. I hope that in the days to come that we can 
collectively look at how to best approach the problem of alcohol abuse on Guam, which we know 
is really the root problem of so many other issues on Guam, domestic violence, truancy and the 
like. For the most part I support your nominations and I thank you for not only your dedication to 
your role on the board but also your camaraderie as a board member. I think that is very helpful 
going forward. Si Yu’os ma’åse’ to both. 

Chairperson Perez: Thank you Senator Torres. Senator Pedo Terlaje. 

Senator Terlaje: Thank you, Madam Chair, Good morning everybody. I also want to thank Candy 
from what I’m hearing from the virtual hearing right now, I’m in support for your confirmation. I 
also want to thank Bernie, very much, Bernie thank you very much. We’ve met a couple of times 
and I want to thank you for being so active in helping, our island our people to the shipment of 
goods coming in into our island. Thank you very much. At this point in time I don’t really have 
anything other than to ensure that I support all the nominees. 

Chairperson Perez: Thank you so much Senator Terlaje. Senator Taitague. 

Senator Taitague: Si Yu’os ma’åse’ Madam Chair for the opportunity. I apologize for being late, 
I had an interview earlier and I didn’t want to miss the opportunity to hear the nominees. Whatever 
I missed, I’ll review the tape, but I want to first and foremost thank you both for stepping up to the 
plate and continuing to serve the people of Guam. It’s not an easy job sitting on a board. There’s 
the good, the bad and the in-between. I appreciate that and Candy I think I’ve heard someone 
saying that you have a perfect attendance. Bravo, that’s one of the hardest things for some of these 
board members and I know you’re well-traveled, but I guess it’s keeping you home right now. I 
know that you make every effort to be on these meetings and I appreciate both of you. I have been 
noticing in the paper that there have been quite a bit of bars that have been, they’ve been in 
violation or they’ve been shut down for some reason. It’s like wow, all of a sudden now, this is 
happening. I mean it’s a good thing because if they’re in violation, I mean a lot of bars have not 
paid attention. These bars that are in the back, behind another building and stuff like that. People 
are starting to go out and do these inspections. I’m really happy. I’m gonna ask you Candy is that, 
any reflection on what the board is requesting for them to do? Renie go ahead. Yes, no I’d like to 
hear from both of you actually and I appreciate this because I think it needs to be… hopefully you 
guys are pushing them to get their work… 

Ms. Okuhama: Well that’s pretty much it. It’s actually from the other government agencies that 
starts the inspection and then ABC basically acts as it’s a partnership and then unfortunately that 
establishment would have to be shut down for violating. More on that, like the Chairman said the 
social distancing laws and all the COVID health protocol violations. 

Senator Taitague: It’s good to see. I mean I think there’s a lot of bars out there who think that 
nobody ever comes and inspects them, that they can get away with a lot of things. Right now, I 
think… they’re realizing now that government of Guam is on top of this and they will continue to 
monitor your bars and clubs. This is a good thing. I think now you’re going to see a lot of bars 
fixing up their place and making sure that they’re in compliance, for sure. I greatly appreciate 
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again for you stepping up and taking this on, continuing to take it on. I know it takes time away 
from your families but it’s a good thing to give, to give back and that’s what you’re doing for 
Guam, to your community, you’re giving back, greatly appreciate it. Si Yu’os ma’åse’ and of 
course you have my support. Thank you so much. Thank you, Madam Chair, thank you. 
 
Chairperson Perez then adjourned the confirmation hearing for Ms. Candy C. Okuhama at 10:21 
a.m. 
 
 
Written Testimonies:  

• Bernie Valencia 
 
 
III.  FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Committee on Environment, Revenue and Taxation, and Procurement hereby reports out the 
appointment of Ms. Candy C. Okuhama to serve as a Member of the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board with the recommendation to do confirm. 
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COMMITTEE VOTE SHEET 

Nomination of 
Candy C. Okuhama 

To serve as a Member, the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 
For a term of Two (2) years (July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2022) 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
SIGNATURE
AND DATE 

TO DO 
CONFIRM 

TO NOT 
CONFIRM

TO 
REPORT 

OUT 
ONLY

TO 
ABSTAIN 

TO PLACE 
IN 

INACTIVE 
FILE

SENATOR SABINA FLORES PEREZ 
 Chairperson 

VICE SPEAKER TELENA CRUZ 
NELSON  
Vice Chairperson 
SENATOR THERESE M. TERLAJE 
Member 
SPEAKER TINA MUÑA BARNES 
 Member 

SENATOR KELLY G. MARSH 
(TAITANO), Ph.D. 
 Member 
SENATOR TELO T. TAITAGUE 
 Member 

SENATOR MARY CAMACHO TORRES 
 Member 

9/3/20

E-Vote
9/3/20 ✔

E-Vote
9/5/20 ✔

E-Vote
9/21/20 ✔



Charlene Flores <charlene@senatorperez.org>

Request for E-Vote for Ms. Candy C. Okuhama
4 messages

Charlene Flores <charlene@senatorperez.org> Thu, Sep 3, 2020 at 6:27 PM
To: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org, Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>, Speaker's Office
<speaker@guamlegislature.org>, office.senatorkelly@guamlegislature.org, Senator Telo Taitague
<senatortelot@gmail.com>, senatormary@guamlegislature.org
Cc: Sabina Perez <sabina@senatorperez.org>

Håfa Adai Committee Members,

Please see attached Committee Report for Ms. Candy C. Okuhama as a Member to the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Board.

Please indicate your preferred action, based on the following options:

-  To Do Confirm;
-  To Not Confirm;
-  To Report Out Only;
-  To Abstain; or
-  To Place in Inactive File.

Please submit your response as soon as possible.  Your responses will be logged into the Committee Report Vote
Sheet for Ms. Candy C. Okuhama, which will be filed with the Committee on Rules.

-- 
Charlene Flores
Office of Senator Sabina Perez
I Mina'trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guåhan - 35th Guam Legislature
671.989.2968

Committee Report - Candy Okuhama.pdf
5261K

Senator Telo Taitague <senatortelot@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 3, 2020 at 7:39 PM
To: Charlene Flores <charlene@senatorperez.org>

To Report Out Only.

Si Yu'os Ma'åse,

Create a Great Day!
Senator Telo T. Taitague
Minority Leader
35th Guam Legislature
Suite 309 DNA Building
238 Archbishop Flores St.
Hagatna, Guam 96910



Tel: (671) 989-8356 
Email: senatortelot@gmail.com

[Quoted text hidden]

Office of Senator Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD. <office.senatorkelly@guamlegislature.org> Sat, Sep 5, 2020 at 4:43 PM
To: Charlene Flores <charlene@senatorperez.org>

To do confirm.

si Sinadora Kelly Marsh (Taitano)

  Office of Senator Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD
 Committee on Heritage and the Arts, Parks, Guam Products, 
 Hagåtna Revitalization, Self-Determination, and Regional Affairs

   I Mina'trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 35th Guam Legislature
 Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtna, Guam 96910
 Telephone: (671) 989-5681/2

[Quoted text hidden]

Evan San Nicolas <evan@senatorperez.org> Mon, Sep 21, 2020 at 4:30 PM
To: Charlene Flores <charlene@senatorperez.org>

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Sep 21, 2020 at 4:27 PM
Subject: Re: Request for E-Vote for Ms. Candy C. Okuhama
To: Evan San Nicolas <evan@senatorperez.org>

To Do Confirm.

Thank you.
TMT

--
Office of Senator Therese M. Terlaje
Committee on Health, Tourism, Historic Preservation, Land and Justice
I Mina'trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guåhan
35th Guam Legislature
Office Location: Ada Plaza Center, Suite 207, 173 Aspinall Avenue, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
Mailing address: Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590     Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com
website: www.senatorterlaje.com

Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic communications privacy laws
and legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended recipient, please be advised that you are legally
prohibited from retaining, using, copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing the information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead,



please reply to the sender that you have received this communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

On Mon, Sep 21, 2020 at 4:22 PM Evan San Nicolas <evan@senatorperez.org> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Charlene Flores <charlene@senatorperez.org>
Date: Fri, Sep 4, 2020 at 4:20 PM
Subject: Fwd: Request for E-Vote for Ms. Candy C. Okuhama
To: Evan San Nicolas <evan@senatorperez.org>

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Charlene Flores <charlene@senatorperez.org>
Date: September 3, 2020 at 6:27:58 PM ChST
To: Senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org, Senator Therese Terlaje
<senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>, Speaker's Office <speaker@guamlegislature.org>,
office.senatorkelly@guamlegislature.org, Senator Telo Taitague <senatortelot@gmail.com>,
senatormary@guamlegislature.org
Cc: Sabina Perez <sabina@senatorperez.org>
Subject: Request for E-Vote for Ms. Candy C. Okuhama

[Quoted text hidden]

-- 
Si Yu’os Ma’åse’,
Evan James C. San Nicolas 
Office Manager 

--
Office of Senator Sabina Flores Perez
Committee on the Environment, Revenue & Taxation, and Procurement
I Mina'trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guåhan
35th Guam Legislature
O: 194 Hernan Cortez Avenue, First Floor, Terlaje Professional Building, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
M: Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 989-2968     
E: office@senatorperez.org

-- 
Si Yu’os Ma’åse’,
Evan James C. San Nicolas 
Office Manager 

--
Office of Senator Sabina Flores Perez



Committee on the Environment, Revenue & Taxation, and Procurement
I Mina'trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guåhan
35th Guam Legislature
O: 194 Hernan Cortez Avenue, First Floor, Terlaje Professional Building, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
M: Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 989-2968     
E: office@senatorperez.org


